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Welcome to the Cabinet of the poet and artist
Marcel Broodthaers. Marcel Broodthaers was
a unique character. It was only during the last
twelve years of his life that he worked as an artist.
As for his first work of art, Marcel Broodthaers
produced it from collections of his poems that he
was unable to sell. He glued them together on a
plinth with plaster. They were no longer books,
as they had been transformed into a sculpture.
The poet suddenly became an artist. Marcel
Broodthaers liked to shake up the artistic world.
For instance, one day he decided to walk into a
Brussels museum accompanied by a camel. Can
you find the camel in Broodthaers’ Cabinet?

If you have completed all the exercises,
go to the reception desk, where you
will find a surprise waiting for you.




We are only showing a photo of this work, as the actual

work of art is just too fragile to be put on display.
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The artist’s signature signals the completion
of a work of art. Where is Marcel Broodthaers'
signature in the Cabinet? A signature is a kind
of drawing. Make a drawing of your name in
the space below.
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Look in the exhibition to discover a cat that is
not a cat. Found it? Do you see that the cat only
looks like a cat owing to the play of shadows?
Just like a drawing, a shadow is not always
what it seems to be. It deceives us.

Two other animals appear in the title of this
work: a mouse and a rat. The Mouse writes
Rat. If you pronounce the title, you will hear
the Mouse writing. Once again, it is the artist
creating a play on words.

EXERCISE!

Imagine and draw the form of an animal. Can
you also create the shadow with your hands?
Draw the shadow on the blank page opposite.

FURTHER DRAWING EXERCISE

Can you see the letters near the palm tree
opposite? Just like Marcel Broodthaers, write
the initials of all those who are visiting the
Broodthaers Cabinet with you. Connect the
letters together. Do you recognise anything?
Add some details to explain what you recognise.




